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Minutes
   Prepared by Meredith Stankiewicz, Secretary
Approved at October 11, 2022  meeting
General Membership Meeting held 09/13/2022
WSHS PTSA MEETING MINUTES
September 13th, 7:30 PM Virtual Zoom Meeting

Welcome

 
Administrative Presentation

 
Mr. Mukai Presentation
 
1.     Pre-submitted questions will be answered, others can be submitted at another time. Other staff may also help to answer future questions.
2.     Current enrollment is over 2,650 students. This is record enrollment for WSHS.
3.     New staff, administrators and counselors have been added. 
4.     Thank you to parents for support during the opening of school.
5.     Mr. Toomer, Parent Liaison, also joined the meeting and is a resource for parents in addition to the counselors and sub school staff.
6.     Submitted Question: Can we create a page that will show each survey that the kids will take and indicate the month in which they will be taken?
7.     Submitted Question: Are there set office hours for counselors? Answer: No, there’s a QR code the kids can use to schedule. Counselors and AA’s will be reaching out and trying to get to know each student.
8.     Submitted Question: What is the policy regarding email response time? Answer: Individuals will receive a response withing 48 hours, according to FCPS Policy. 
a.     Don’t hesitate to call the sub-school if needed.
9.     Submitted Question: Are you aware of the passing by the FCPS School Board of Regulation 2603?  Answer: I’m not sure if there’s been information shared with the community about this, but the PTSA would be a valuable resource to distribute this information.
10.  Submitted Question: I’ve heard that there are kids sitting on floor of bus because it’s so full. Answer: Please refer these questions to Kym Wanamitar (Area 4 Transportation Supervisor). Mr. Mukai will also look into this. 
11.  Submitted Question: Is there a single coordinated person/link to find out about club options? Answer: Leah Conte and Sam Johnson will answer that tonight and provide more information. Also, there’s a club fair and information night scheduled in the near future.
12.  Information was given about WSHS National, State, and local rankings in addition to the number of National Merit Scholars (25), etc.
13.  Conclusion
 
PTSA President Presentation 

Laura Whitton (WSHS President) Presentation
 
1.     Organizational Focus changes from Elementary to High school in the PTSA. Our focus is advocacy, to help each child reach their potential. 
 
a.     WSHS PTSA FOCUS: School communication (from school, with the counselors, etc.). Please reach out and communicate to us how communication with the school is going for you.
 
b.     Second Focus: Mental health in the era of post-pandemic life. Main vehicle to facilitate this is connection. 
 
c.     Third Focus: Equity. Volunteers have already been tasked with this purpose.
 
2.     Already done this year: 
a.     “Spartans Stick Together” post-it welcome wall during orientation
b.     Welcome treats for teachers
3.     Introduce Board and Key Volunteers
a.     Katrin Motk: Membership Chair
i.     259 Members as of today
b.     Niki Evans: Communications Chair
c.     Sherri Arp: Staff Appreciation Chair
d.     Rocio Fernandez: Awards Chair
e.     Rachael Birch: Events
4.     Business of the PTSA (68 Attendees at 7:55pm)
a.     Minutes Approval: May 2022
 i.     Motion to Approve: Maggie Ewell, Motion Seconded 
ii.     No Objections
b.     Budget (Treasurer Report)
i.     Presented to attendees and reviewed on the screen
 ii.     Membership goal is 400 this year, we make an average of $2/member when individuals join
iii.     Scholarship line has been reduced due to funding constraints. PTSA will prioritize the scholarship for students with an IEP.
iv.     Emergency Lunch Loan Fund: This pre-pandemic expense is now restored to the budget.   
 v.     Vote to Approve 2022-2023 Budget: Richard Ewell moved to approve the budget, Maggie Ewell moved to second it. Membership approved the budget.
c.     VP Audit Report (VP Report)
                     i.     Submitted to the VAPTA to remain in good standing. 
ii.     Committee of three individuals successfully completed this: Laura Whitton, Maggie Ewell (Review Chairperson), Meredith Stankiewicz 
iii.     PTSA Board is looking for ways to provide appropriate minutes for their meetings. 
iv.     No major problems needed to be stated in the recommendation section. 
 v.     First Motion to Approve: Maggie Ewell, Second Motion to Approve: April Duncan, No Membership Objections
d.     VP Membership Approval Vote (VP of Fundraising, Events and Community Communication):
i.     Claire Murray raised hand to also be considered as a VP.
 ii.     Michelle Sertes indicated a desire to take on a committee role in lieu of the VP role.
iii.     Membership vote conducted via chat: 33 Votes for Claire Murray, 11 for Michelle
 
Student Affairs Administrator Presentation

 
5.     Presentation: Leah Conte (Director of Student Activities) and Sam Johnson 
a.     Sports, activities, and facility rental is handled by this Office
b.     Sam Johnson (Clubs and Organizations)
 i.     Reach out to her for information about these opportunities
 ii.     SGA Sponsor
c.     The PTSA Meeting was recorded starting at this point
d.     Master Calendar can be found here: https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=west_springfield_high_school&jsenabled=1&winh=949&winw=1920&inifr=false
e.     Late busses are available on Wednesdays and Thursdays, many clubs meet on those days. 
f.      Activities Fair is planned for October 6th during Advisory/LS 4
g.     Q & A time with Ms. Conte and Ms. Johnson
 
Concluding Remarks, PTSA President

 
6.     Conclusion (Laura Whitton, President)
a.     9/21: Asian Grill Spirit Night (15% of order profits) 
b.     9/23: Homecoming Parade / Tailgate
c.     10/11: Next PTSA Meeting
d.     10/22: Home Football Game & Tentative Block Party
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